Book Chapter
Castle Rising and the Sea

fiRising was a seaport town, when Lynn was but a marsh,
Now Lynn is a seaport town, and Rising fares the véorse

Introduction

Many popularaccouns' of the history of Castle Rising includthe above two line poem aihknown but obviously ancient origin,
which suggests that t he usedtobengledgiester thanntnseaddy.i Abthe present imetthe ellage & a
more than 6km from the coastline, but was it previously a port as local folklggests? Most recent historidngew this piece of

doggerel with scepticism, and although there is no evidence that Rising ever had a large p@stilahom wor d At owno i m
clear that its connection with the sea used to be considerable adioniashed through the yearS.he wor d At ownodo was
as the appropriate term for Castle Rising in earlier centuni¢bis chapter, the changing coastlare its connections with the village
areexamined, in order toy to understand thafluencethat the sea has had on tmanmunity.

Prehistorically, the valley of the Babingley River had salt marsh stretching well to the east of the present villagen@sdeivam

the ancient multichannelled meanders typical of salt marsiaih arevisible onthe aerial photographef 1946 (See Fig 4). Salt
manufacture was axtremelyimportantpre-conquestndustryaround the Waghincludingin the pariskes of Castle Risingnd North

Wootton, wherdrregular topography along the original shorelpreduced bysalt production are still visibleIn late Romartimes

the sea level was higher than at presentasad higherthan it had been earlier. Geological evidence showsthieaseahad had a

major incursion in the Wash regiat that time depositing marinesilt, known asthe Terrington Bedspver a wide area, and as far



inland asthe presentvillages of Terrington St Clementhe Walpoles andClenchwartor?. It also affected our regioffrigure 1 (map

from p15 Derby bodkllustratesthe ring of Sagn-aged villagesurrounding the Wash
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The present-day coastline is shown; in all probability the Domesday
Place-Names of coastline lay considerably behind this. The villages bordering the coast
were situated upon a bed of silt that separated the peat fen from the sea
sec also p. 44. (see Fig. 2). The only scttlements within this peat area were upon the
Simon, Earl of islands. Adjacent to the middle portion of the Fenland, on the cast, lay
selonged to his the Breckland that likewise had unoccupied tracts of country.
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Fig 1 Settlement of Saxon Villages around the Wash in Saxon times.

It seems likely that floodsluring this marine incursiodestroyed earlier settlements, ldbe villages were established (or re
established)n early or mid-Saxon timesThe shoreline in early Saxon times was probably located just teetheard side of these

villages.

The Sea Bank

The Sedbank around the Wash, the-sca | | ed A Roman Banko has |l ong intrigniaegd hi st
evidence for its construction, thecentconsensus is that it was constructeainly in the late Saxon PerifdThis bankwhich is most
conspicuoust the present day jusbrth of the chin of villagesbetween the Rivers Nene and Great Oatsmextends into our area

and is traceable from North Wootton to just south of the Babingley River and again North of the river for a short digarearly

visible from the old railway track west of the parish. Its path is plated blue lin@n thegeological map (Fi@) and it is defined as

t h euterflimit of reclamation at the time of Domesday survey (I0D8®e area of salt workings is also illustrated. This lies between

the early and later banks and suggests that the salt workings were noolbeg@nomic importance when the later bank was built.
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Figure 2. Geological Map of Castle Rising Area showing thed@mequest Sehank and the I7Century Sedank.



The earlier bankhas been reliably datéd placesto the 18 century, but whetheit is of this date in ouarea is unknowriThe bank
continues up the Babingley on both sides of the river for at least laB&mtretch almost tGastle RisingAlthough recent farming
practices have resulted in the disappearanceedfahkin places,tiis clearly visiblefor up to 300msouth of the Babingley River and

east of theold Hunstantorrailway track There are also sections of the 4wk visible closer to the villagéor ¢.200m, running
southwest to Dovehouse Hills dragain another 200nestionto thenorth-wegd of the end of Nightmarsh Lane. Tredsawaterway,
manmade in placesunning fromthe village itself tahe Babingley Riverparallel tobut on the seaward side thie sea bankAt the
landwardend of the sedank is a more eletad sectionwhich formed the oldstaithe perhaps 4 metres in height asdl easily
visible. Hereboats would have tied up to load and unload their pro¢kige 3 & 4). Building material from Caen in Frane@ad from
Barnack in Northamptonshire wouldgpb a bl 'y have been unloaded here during the
century.

The sameseabankon the north side of the Babingley Rivaan be seen parallel to the river at some distance back near the ruined
Babingley Church. All thee sections are marked on some of the older mape antiquity of thesbanks on the south side of the
river is suggested by the fact that there is a ridge and furrow open field clearly visit3d@aerial photographs in the Gressinghall
collection (e later). The boundary of this fiedthutsthe seabankto the north

At the time of the establishment 6fa st | e PRrislsBoundadysthere were already two branches of the Babingley River to the
north of the present village. The main (northerlyartwh was presumably the original stream, but when the Babingley Mill, was
constructedin or beforeSaxon times, a second channel was dug for approximately 150 metres in length to join with a side stream to
the southThis channel was a leat (a diversionahannel usually situated at the bend of a river where a mill was constructed, in order

to more effectively control the flow of the water) for the mAllthough theparishboundaryran along théabingley Riverfor most of



its length this second, moreostherly branch became the parish boundarthis section It was also the maiaccesetweenthe
village andthe seafor much of the medieval period (see Fig 3). The staitbationed abovevas situated along this southern branch.
A ditch running fromhe wharf to Havengate Lane in the earlier village allowed closer water access to the village and castle.
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FIG. 3 Showing the double nature of Babingley River and access to the sea.

Even ifwe do not know for certain who btiithe seébank, its purposewereclear. Firstly it gave the inhabitants a greater security
from the occaional high tides, ansecondy, it allowed a greater flexibility of agricultural land use for the land inlandhfthebank.

What makes the section of the d®mmk in the Castle Rising area so interesting is that there was evidently a ridge andié@drow



system enclosed within the eastern arms of the ,bzlelrly visible on aerial photographs taken in 1946 @jigPresumably the
building of the sea bank increased the availability of cultivatable land and the flexibility of the local farming. L thet sea
bank was mainly salt margr land that was occasionally covered by high talesd couldonly be used for grazing animals and the
collection of samphire, as is the salarsh on the edge of the Waatihe present day.

Fig 4. 1946 Aerial inotograph showing Ridge and Furrow Field, Medieval Staithe an®&mesday Se8ank

At the time of Domesday, the Babingley River was an important p&astle Risingparish. There were several wateills and there
were several diversions from the matneam, to facilitate these mills. One of the diversions forms the northern boundary of the parish

where it deviates from the main channel of the ravaat this became the major entry point from the sea for the Naraséle Most of



the materialbroughtinto the villageprobably arrived in this way. The flow of water down the river wchdsle been much greater
than at present for at least three reasa@psiltation a natural process in all slemoving river systemdjas occurred continuously
since Saxoriimes 2) several of the side streams have been lost due to nineteenth century landscaping on the Sandringham estate.
Late eighteenth century maps such as Fademow a well marked stream flowing from the north into the Babingley River where
currently be ornamental lake on the Royal estate is now loc8)gatecipitationwas thought to have been greatemediaeval times

Not only was the absolute flow of the Babingley greater than at presetibhabof the Great Ouswas much lesthantoday
Betweenthe time of Domesday and 1588e date of the mapf Castle RisingChase) there had been major changes in the outflow of
the Great Ousevhich flowed through Lynnin the midthirteenth century theread beerthanges in the drainage system of thesk-e
The rivers which had formerly flowed out through the Nene valley, via Wisbech, were diverted by the digging of the Well Creek
(near Upwell and Outwéllinto the drainage of the Great Ouse. Prior to this time the catchment area of water which flsived pa
Kingbébs Lynn was relatively smal/l, bei ng £ Afwrthe giversidnenucimore h s ma |
water passed through Klithegedpgeced of eviende suggest that ¢herdNfmag hot have been too much
hyperbole in the old rhyme after all.

Ancient Rights and Privileges
Early charters of the |l ands owned by t he Doaadodiatedh with theaseal t he

Blomefield (1808] refers to a copy of the aient Charter o€astle Risingl t gi ves t he Ma wrecks ajsaar, i sfdiocnt i c
as far away as Titchwell along the Norfolk codsstlso gives part of the revenues from the Tolbooth at Lynn, which proved to be a

bone of contention between Lynn and Castle Rifingnany years. It granted part of the customs duties from ships arriving in Lynn

to the Manor of Rising. There has been speculaa®towhy this arrangement arose, but it seems likely to have been because the

Manor and Chase of Rising, extended to tieuth of the Gaywood River. Thus the probaddely point of entry to Lynn was the



mouth of the Gaywood River, whose southern bank was in the domain of the Bishops of Ncamibithosenorthern bank was

owned by the Lords of Risin@gradferLawrence (193Rextends informationonite ¢ har t er wiThahis td daie Rygingo t at i
Nort hewotton Southwotton and Rydon andééé wreeke of the Sea
in the havengharbours]of Rysing . N o thew ot r hdaen®is plural, suggesting thaterhaps both the Gaywood and Babingley

rivers were involved.

As late as 1846 the then Lord of the Manor of Rising, the Hon Fulk Greville Howard was invoking this clause in the aatemtbCh

argue that his Manocstretchednto the sea beyond the high water mdtking his quarrel with Sir George Bentinck, planner and

builder of the Marsh Cut, which led to the establishment opteeentdaychannel of the Great Oudde wrote through his solicitor

AThat in thereign of Queen Elizabeth, a grant was maaer aliaof the Toll of Boats and Carrecfships of burthenwith fish from

the sea to the Fairs of Sturbridgassing by the liberties of the Chase of Risomgattainder of Philip Earl of Arundellhis shows

that the boundary of the chase extended to th® ¢e& underlining). Through this clause he wished to prdweownership of the

land which would be reclaimed if a new channel of the River Ouse were to be cut. The Marsh Cut was finally compheted

Norfolk EstuaryCompany inNovemberl853 and the Castle Rising estate added several hundred acres of cultivatable land to its
ownership as a result of the engineering works (see later). Subsequent arkasatothe ownership of the land below highteva

mark eventually adjudicated against the Howards, but they still acquired much additional land for a minimal amount of ggayment.
was fHadjudged that 327 acr es hag] Hawbrd pradowcohtieethen oetently denedsedo® | o n g i n
Fulk Greville Howard (see abo)lehave been improved and increased in value by the said comganyvere therefore awarded

£4269. 9s. 9d towards the cost of embankmariittle over £13 per acre even in Victorian days seemialebesna bargain fo

highly fertile farmland'For the Estuary Company the whole venture was a financial disaster.

When the sea was closer to the parish, it presumably provided food in the form siid¢ibtishand wildfowl. Evidence for this comes

from the extensive excatians in the Castle grounds in the 1970s and 198@s examination of animal remains shows that,



although many domesticated animals were consumed in the medieval period, there were also many bones of estuarinadistt, and co
wild birds. Among the fisheel (Anguilla anguilla) smelt(Osmerus eperlanusplack goby(Gobius nigerjand flounder(Platichthys
flesus),all estuarine species, predominated. Wild birds included (Pess crecca)Golden Plover(Pluvialis apricaria,) Oyster
catcher(Haematopus stralegus) RedshanKTringa totanus)Dunlin (Calidris alpina) and Curlew(Numenius arquatajall common
inhabitants of the salt margb this day Remains of mussels, oysters, cockles and whelks were also commonly in the medieval
middens A large whalevertabra was found in ¢hcastle well

The Seventeenth Century Bank and the Babingley Sluice

The ancientseabank was the first major land reclamation project of the Parish, affecting not only Castle Rising, but also North
Woottonand Babingley. It addecbnsiderably to the acreage available todWwaers of the parished he next major reclamation took

place in the seventeenth century, and is also readily visible today. This ndanéeabuts the old sdmnk close to the Babingley

River and first headeestnorthwe st war ds before turning sharply to andfemed out hwe
the east bank of the River Ouse for about two hundred yearkthenbuilding of the Marsh Cufhese banks were part of a much
wider reclamatiorseabankthroughout the Washnd presumably occurred in association with the great draining of theriedakly

by Vanmuyden and the Dukes of Bedford.

The coastline on the 1588 map is close to where the present day geological maghshseabank enasingthe 17" Century
reclamation, but therevas no indication of a specifiseabankthere in 1588. It seems more likely that thd t@ntury reclamation

used the existingnigh water markfor its location. Itspositionandthe place where ivasattacled to the oldseabank are dearly

visible on aerial photograplasd is illustrated on the Geological M&gig 2)*2 In our region it enclosed the former salt working areas

of North Wootton marsh, which were presumably no longer productive. Thibk&extended the enclosed area up to a kilometre

further towards the Wash ardso epanded the enclosed area north beyond Wolfertoris visible to the west ofthe | d Ki ng d s
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Lynn - Hunstantorrailway trackandis shown as contiguous with the oldsrabark on all subsequent local maps of Castle Rising.

The point where thibankmet the sea on the south side of Babingleyriver and turned southward along the coastline was called
Marham (1656, 1679 dnl697) or Marsham Point (1818} is referred toon the 1732 map as Marsham Point.

Both BradferLawrence (1932) and Dence (1980) wrote that the Babingley River had a sluice across it from the late seventeenth
century, but give no reference. It must have been built around the same time as the seventegnfieasank.The perambulations

of 1679 and 1697 speci f iupsrdaim ffonMarstiam PointAsketchhmap draivrvire 1760sh@vs that f r e s h o
the lands thus enclosed were leased by the Howards (Thomas and Diana) to a Mr Allisordascréned as Hay Pasture and Great

Marsh. A new sluice through the skank near Marsham Poiistindicated on the sketch, which seems to be across the entire

Babingley River and this is presumably the one referred to by Bradf@rence and Dencé.is presumably the same structure that is

present today, although it no longer serves any purpose (Fig 5).

11



Fig 5. 17" Century Sluice (disused) on Babingley River.

This sluice is also shown on sever al i ngn 8cideptallytheSeabankonur y map s
t hese sketches i s proadblyrefering th the Duke oflBediymverBlomgk sortienes the Prddomesday

bank is being referred tb Fig 6 showsan aerial photograph tiie outflow ofthe Babingky River. Both the Saxon Banthe 17"

century sluiceand the 17 Centuryseabark are visible and alsthe former Castle Rising Broowijth thel8" Centuryfloodgateat its

mouth
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Fig. 6 Showing the Sehanks and Sluices near Marsham Point.
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Discovering the Floodgates at Castle Rising Brook

An undated eighteenth centwsliyetchmap'® in the NROshowed a plan for constructing a sluice, orflogdat e fit o | et
into the Mardiefmeadow]o. We used the map andalked along the river urtie found an old brick and iron sluicen the south
bank of the Babingley which allowed a small side stream to pass under thankedut would have prevented water entering the
meadows in case of highater levels in th&abingley Rver. Thisfloodgateis shown on Fig/. It comprises a brick tunnel under the
seabankthrough which a small stream presumably passed (not present during ousindséj the downstream side there is a solid
square irorplate approximately50cm x 50cm, aboutlcm. thickand hanging from a chain. This iroplate allowed waterd pass
through from the Castle Rising Broblt would be pushed against the brickwork when kgters occurred ithe BabingleyRiver.

| P SRR

Fig 7 Phob showingthe oldflood-gate
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Therewasa lengthycorrespondencm 1785betweena Mrs Smith who farmed landn North Wootton andMr Jessop, representing
the Risng Estatelt gives a good account of theportanceof such sluicesand how they were constructed. The work involved the
Castle Rising Brooka stream no longer in existenedich flowed into the Babingleyrom the south¢lose to theseventeenth century
coastlinellts course can be seen on the 1946 aerial photograph6)(#igt required adding additional banking atie construction

of a bick, wood and iron sluice where this brook entered the Babinggegurpose was to improve the drainage of the marshes inside
the seabank to convert salt marsh to fresh maesid to provide additional protection from the sEais workwas estimated toost
$382.190d. MrsSmi t h dec |l i n éid Smith ishotanolihed to lexpend anyimoney the proposed embankment during
her Son 6-svhohsialoot A9 yeays of age

Floods

Seabanks were constantly in need of repair, sluices and waysrweeded to be cleared, andny ofthe estatdettersrecord this.

Reports of the sea breaking through the sea walls and causing considerable damage and occasional loss of life were frequently
reported around the Wash, and Dence (1980) records a daseManor inl781 which may have led to the building of thenks and

sluices referred tan the previous paragraph. In fact there were two major flowitisin two years (1779 and 1781) which so
impoverished many ohe inhabitants of the Manor thatetl to them appealing to the Right Hamable Lady Viscount Andovdthe

current Lady of the Mano®s follows”: -

AThe humble petition of Ant hony EI dr i eaye NathBnicinkirby,dwillidro IDér,a n d |, H
William Clark, SamueBooty and Richard Elmer. (These were some of the more prominent members of the village at the time and
include a serving mayor)

Sheweth

1t



That your petitioners and tenants and occupiers of land under your ladyship situate, lying and being near tHeyisea of
Channel in the Parishes of Castle Rising and Norttotéa in the County of Norfolkand that the tide on®1Jan 1779 swelling to an
unusual height overfl owed the sea banks f enci ngidtheomnaleleveh dy s hi
under water. And also drowned and swept away a great number of sheep and cattle belonging to your petitioners.

That your petitioners tanly sustained great damage from the loss of such their stock but the water continuing upod the la
for several weekfrom its saline quality so much damaged the same that for a considerable time after, it was of very little value to
your petitioners that several crops of corn, hay or grass from which they as usual expected much advantage, prditileg Bat
notwithstanding such losses and the general hardship and inconvenience your petitioners consequently experienced thnge succee
summers, yet they would have forborne to trouble your Ladyship thereon. But on Friday 19 Oct last (i.eitlé8i¢aly equal to
thatof 1779 agaim ver f | owed vy o ksrwhidthsetond dalanuty your pettioners finding themselves unable to sustain as
the damage that inevitably must accrue to the lands from being again drowned will consequently remadélittie or no value for
several years to come, have ventured to entreat your Ladyship to take into consideration such their grievances antatgslyipur
may be better able to judglereof your petitioners have hereunder stated the number of aeeflowed which each of them
occupys and also of the stock drowned and Hay and Corn, etc. spoiled.

Your petitioners therefore humbly request that your Ladyship will be pleased to take the premises into consideration and

afford them such relief in thébatement of their rents or otherwise as your Ladyship shall seem mete and likewise to take such steps to

secure them from further inundation of the sea as your Ladys
Each petitioner then summarized his losses in the lbeal$ and assigned some monetary value to the clAim. exampl e i s A
Reeve 60 sheep drowned and 10 acres of Wheat spoiled 177

1€



There is no record of her Ladyshipo6s r epl fanddobwnéentegp abaydveredin y
response to the petition. It seems likely that the detailed financial losses provided by the petitioners, suggestadiahipehad
already indicated a willingness to contribute. The above petition documents the relati@tsieipn villagers and the Lordad

Ladiesof the Manor.To us today the obsequiousness of the petition is haadctept but since the decision as to whether to help them
by reducing or cancelling their rents was in her hands, it was probably wiseleottteir likely true feelings be knowi.here was

howeveran implication in the petition that maintaining the-baak was the responsibility of the Manor, yet seeno hint of blame.
The Marsh Cut 185653

The next majorchanges in thaehoreline adjcent to Castle Rising occurred in the mideteenth century vém major engineering
works carried out by the Norfolk Estuary Company, mentioned earlier, vatiered the courses tbth the Great Ouse and the
Babingley rivers. Theo-called Marsh @t which was dug in 1850 (Worfolk990) through Vinegar Middlediverted the Great Ouse
to the west, exposing much land for reclamation in North and South Wootton péFish@s”.
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Fig 8. The effect of the 1853 Marsh Cut on theidage patterns of the Batgjley.

Figure 9 shows the course of the Great Ouse prior to the Marsh Cut. It indicates that the sea was much closer to Castle Rising as
recently as 1850. The Sapit Railway ended at the banks of the old Great Ouse River, prioonstruction ofthe Kg6s Lynn t o

Hunstanton Railway
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